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FADE IN: !
BUTTRICK ROOM 203   6:30 PM !
TOBY and STUDENTS are seated in a circle working on their 
"Classroom Dictionary" entries.  HALEY helps NIKKI decide 
which way the stripes on her drawing should go. !

TOBY 
(addressing everyone) 
Let's try to take about five more minutes  

   with this activity.  We're a little short on 
   time this evening. !

RYAN 
(asking Toby) 
Will we be graded on our art skills? !

TOBY 
(laughing) 
No. !

PATRICK 
(jokingly) 
"So, what did you do in grad school today?" !!

Students bemoan their lack of artistic ability but are 
enjoying themselves nonetheless. !
BUTTRICK ROOM 203   FIVE MINUTES LATER !

TOBY 
Now I want you to talk through what you've 
done and try to tie it to some of the 
readings.  Who would like to start us off? !

ANNIE 
I'm really interested in Lamott's idea of 
telling students to write about carrot 
sticks, so to speak.  It's like something 
off in the distance becomes its own story.  
But then you have to ask: what comes next? !

TOBY 
Good.  Anyone else? 



!
ERIN 

I chose to illustrate the idea of developing 
your Polaroid.  Lamott says to point at what 
interests you and just take the picture.  
You then stare at it as it comes out of the 
camera, watching it develop until you start 
to notice things that you originally did 
not. !

TOBY 
I agree, it's a really interesting metaphor.  
Ryan, did you have your hand up? !

RYAN 
I really believe in the idea of the 
classroom as a kind of workshop or artist's 
studio.  Schools all seem to have this 
horrible, institutional architecture.  But 
if you bring in a coffee maker and play some 
of your favorite music, it can almost start 
to feel like a second apartment.  You 
practically spend more time in the classroom 
than you do at home anyway. !

TOBY 
Yes - a place where you wouldn't mind doing 
your own work.  I saw this one amazing 
middle school classroom that was set up like 
a real writer's workshop.  There were lamps, 
sofas... students knew exactly what to do in 
the space when they entered each day. !

ERIN 
I had a high school history teacher who did 
everything he could to provide visual 
interest in his classroom.  Sadly, the 
administration ended up telling him to take 
a lot of posters down and that he could only 
cover 10 percent of his walls.  It was 
tragic. !

PATRICK 
I've seen a couple of classrooms like this 
myself.  I remember one teacher had 100 



percent of his walls covered.  Then, in 
another classroom on the reservation, there  !

PATRICK (CONT'D) 
was a lot of authentic Indian decor 
displayed all around.  Very cool. !

TOBY 
It is definitely important to have a 
creative but purposeful space.  It might 
look messy, but everything is utilitarian.  
Yes, Haley. !

HALEY 
I have to say that I really loved the Atwell 
chapter, the part about encouraging readers 
and the "messiness of the human response."  
We did a lot with reader response theory in 
Dr. Radel's class, but it does not seem to 
be getting much attention in schools.  I'm 
interested to know: what do texts mean to 
students? !

SHERI 
Well, in terms of writing, nobody really 
says how you do it.  They just say "do it."  
I think the idea of writing with persistence 
is really important.  It allows you to do a 
better job developing plot and characters. !

TOBY 
Who else would like to respond?  Dorsett? !

DORSETT 
I focused on the importance of color and its 
usefulness for describing situations.  
(holds up card) 
The color yellow reminds you of something 
here, just as the black and white might 
remind you of something else.  When you look 
at the blue and green, you know exactly how 
you ought to feel.   !

NIKKI 



Color also encourages the reader to pay 
attention to what's being evoked in their 
mind. !!!

TOBY 
You can also use other things, like food, to 
evoke reader response.  I was workshopping 
with a partner once, and the feedback that 
she offered me was that the piece reminded 
her of baklava.  She said, "It's layered, 
and you don't really know what to make of it 
at first, but you know you like it anyway."  
I thought that was really interesting. !

JANEE 
I did my dictionary entry on character and 
plot.  I think that it helps to try to know 
the characters as people.  That way, you 
have a more realistic idea of what they 
would and would not do, and you can develop 
a more believable plot. !

TOBY 
Next time, we're going to come back to our 
experience at Carver, since we're short on 
time today.  Remember how we assessed the 
student writing in several well-defined 
categories, but also gave overall scores 
that "felt" right?  These are known 
respectively as primary trait and holistic 
assessment.  As I said, we'll come back to 
this.  I'm glad that we've created this 
classroom dictionary, as a graphic 
illustration can often help the brain to 
understand sophisticated concepts like the 
ones we're working with.  Let's go ahead and  
take our break.  I'll meet you down in 
McCain. !

The students gather up their books and binders.  They 
unearth various food and drink items from their messenger 
bags and backpacks, presumably with the intent to consume 
on their way to the second half of class.  They meander 
towards the library as the sun is setting in the sky. 



!
MCCAIN LIBRARY, ROOM G-38 DUSK !
Toby and CALVIN, the resident technology buff, stand at the 
front of a brightly lit computer lab.  The students file 
in, each taking a seat in front of a computer. !

TOBY 
The purpose of this Dreamweaver workshop is 
not only to develop our class website for 
this course, but also, ultimately, to 
develop the skills to make a class website 
for your own students. !

CALVIN 
I'm distributing a handout called "Defining 
a Site in Dreamweaver."  We'll go through 
the steps right now.  Look for the green 
Dreamweaver icon, which is probably on your 
desktop.  Click on Dreamweaver Site, then 
open the Advanced tab. !

He waits patiently as students catch up. !
CALVIN 

Under Local Root Folder, type \\eportfolio
\eport\yourusername.  Now we're going to 
choose Create New HTML, which stands for 
hypertext mark-up language.  At the bottom, 
where it says Page Properties, you can 
change things like the background color.  
You can also change the font and size of 
your text.  Note that an asterisk means you 
haven't saved your work yet. !

Students continue following Calvin's instructions. !
CALVIN 

Much like you would in a word document, you 
can use the menus at the top to insert 
things like tables.  Let's all practice this 
right now.  I'll let you tinker around with 
the program for a bit.  Let me know if you 
have questions. !



Students begin experimenting with Dreamweaver on their own. 
Toby helps students create links to their interview videos, 
which he has brought on a flash drive.  There are some 
minor technical problems here and there, but both students 
and teacher agree to resolve them at another time when they 
all realize that the clock has struck 8:00 PM. 

FADE OUT: !
THE END


