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MEETING ON MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS
11 A.M.-12:45 P.M. IN BUTTRICK 203 
Instructor: Dr. Toby Emert
Email: temert@agnesscott.edu Phone: 404.471.6897
Office hours: M/W1:15-1:45 p.m., 4-4:30 p.m., & by appt
Office: Buttrick 321

Course Objectives 
•QUESTION the term literacy, especially as it relates to the ways 
in which contemporary societies disseminate and consume 
information
•ANALYZE the rhetoric of visual imagery
•PRESENT mini-lessons on media & productivity tools 
•PRODUCE multimedia projects related to course topics & 
themes
•Using self-designed rubrics, REFLECT on the technical and 
aesthetic quality of the multimedia projects developed in the 
course 
 
Topic for Course 
This is a special topics course, which means that each semester the 
course is taught, students use what they are learning about digital 
tools to explore a current educational issue. This semester, you will 
select a social justice issue that you would like to explore, and that 
issue will serve as the focus for several of your course projects. 
More than one student may select the same issue for exploration.  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Catalog Description 
of Course* 
Topics vary by semester, but 
generally focus on the following 
global themes: social justice issues 
in education, human rights and 
education, gender studies in 
education, educational reform 
movements, educating for change, 
and the socio-cultural and socio-
political dimensions of education. 
Course projects focus on multi-
literacies and incorporate current 
technology tools (filmmaking, 
digital recording, digital 
photography, and website 
development, for example) to 
explore course topics. May be 
taught in a hybrid format.   

*Course meets requirement for Socio-
cultural Dimension of Educational 
Studies Minor and the Leadership 
Skills breadth category (Summit in 
Arts & Humanities) concentration 
within the general curriculum

Workload Statement:
Agnes Scott College courses 
typically grant students 4 credit 
hours for a course that meets only 
three hours per week. The fourth 
course hour includes work for the 
class that is outside of the 
traditional “contact” hours. For 
this course, you will be expected 
to make a substantial weekly 
commitment to the projects you 
will undertake. By the end of the 
semester, you can expect to have 
spent an average of five hours per 
week outside of class preparing 
for class meetings and devising 
your course projects. 

DIGITAL LITERACIES

Screenshot from anti-
bullying PSA created 
by Seung Yoon Kim, 
2012. PSA addressed 
an incident that 
occurred in a high 
school in Canada.

mailto:temert@agnesscott.edu
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In-common Readings 
The Digital Divide: Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, 
and the Age of Social Networking 
Edited by Mark Bauerlein (Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin, 2011)  

Selected articles (See class website on Moodle.)

Readings will be “assessed” using a formal discussion strategy called 
Team Based Learning. You will work in small groups to complete 
quizzes related to the assigned course readings. The quizzes 
comprise 20% of your final course grade. 

Course Projects 
For this course you will develop four primary course projects and a 
variety of related projects. The goal of these projects is two-fold:  
(1) to offer you an opportunity to explore a topic specifically related 
to social justice and (2) to offer you a repertoire of technology 
based skills and competencies that can be employed and adapted 
for any number of academic, professional, and personal projects.  

For each course project, I will provide a set of specific guidelines to 
assist you. 

The projects include the following:

Project #1:  
Re-discovering Familiar Tech Tools 
The technologies we are familiar with typically boast unfamiliar 
elements that could be useful for many academic and professional 
purposes, if we knew about them. For this assignment, you will 
choose a tool that everyone in the class uses regularly, teach 
yourself a feature of the tool that you have never used, and then 
present a demonstration mini-lesson to the class to share what you 
have learned. The lesson should be between 5 and 7 minutes. The 
lesson will be recorded and archived on the class website. Tech tools for 
consideration: Google, Microsoft Word, Research Databases, or 
PowerPoint.
Presentation dates: Wednesday, September 14, 2015 & Monday, 
September 16, 2015 
(5% of course grade)

Project #2:  
Tools of Productivity Assignment 
For this project you will choose one new “tech tool” to learn about 
and teach to the class. You may select from a list provided by the 
instructor or you may choose a tool not on the list with the 
instructor’s permission. For this assignment, you will educate 
yourself about a productivity tool that is unfamiliar to you and then 
demonstrate the tool to the class in a formal presentation. The 
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Grading Scale 
Specific criteria/guidelines for 
each formal assignment will be 
provided.
A = Outstanding  (95-100%) 
A- = Excellent (90-94%) 
B+ = Very good (88-89%) 
B = Good (83-87%)  
B- = Satisfactory (80-82%) 
C+ = Above average (78-79%) 
C = Average (73-77%) 
C- = Below average (70-72%) 
D = Lack of commitment to the 
work of the class (60-69%) 
F = Refusal to turn in work; lack 
of attendance; shockingly poor 
commitment to the work of the 
course (0-59%) 

Weights of Assignments  
Project #1:  5% 
Project #2: 15%
Project #3: 20%
Project #4: 30% 
Quizzes: 5% individual; 

15% group
Attendance: 10%
 
Due Dates 
Project #1: 9/14 or 9/16 
Project #2: 9/28, 9/30, or 10/5 
Project #3: 10/21 (draft) 10/28 (final)  
Project #4: 11/30 (draft); 12/7 (final) 
Reading quizzes: 9/2; 9/9; 9/21; 10/7; 
11/4

Calendar Note: Days designated 
in the class calendar as workshops 
are designed as opportunities for 
you to work on your class projects. 
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lesson should be between 12 and 15 minutes. 
Presentation dates: Monday, September 28, 2015, & Wednesday, 
September 30, 2015, Monday, October 5, 2015
(15 % of course grade)

Project #3: Film Project/Digital Storytelling 
The relative ease of access to filmmaking tools and technologies 
has spawned a fascination with recording personal moments for 
“sharing” with a public audience. For this project, you will be 
creating an autobiographical digital story that draws on our interest 
in watching short personal videos. For this assignment, however, 
you will be crafting your story for rhetorical effect. The final 
product will be a short documentary-style “snapshot” story to be 
shared with a public audience. You will be creating your story using 
the iMovie app for the iPad. 
Deadline dates: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 (draft) & Wednesday, 
October 28, 2015 (final)
(20% of course grade)

Project #4: Public Service Announcement  
For this project, you will produce a public service 
announcement (PSA) commercial about the social justice 
issue you have chosen to research for the course. The video 
can take almost any form, but it must be no longer than 90 
seconds in length.  We will discuss ideas for PSA topics in 
class and you will upload your final project to YouTube as a 
way of educating a larger audience about the issue you’ve 
selected.
Deadline dates: Monday, November 30, 2015 (draft) & Monday, 
December 2, 2015 (final)
(30% of course grade)

Notes on projects: It’s likely that several of the course 
projects will include smaller assignments that are embedded 
as part of the process for creating the project. These 
assignments are important to the work and will be considered 
as part of the overall grade for the project. For example, 
missing an interim deadline for a course project will affect the 
final grade for that project.

You should plan to archive all of the work you do for the 
course by saving your work to electronic files and backing up 
those files regularly. I will ask you to submit several of your 
projects as electronic files for my own archives. I typically 
keep most of the work my students complete in the courses I 
teach, and I may wish to feature your work on a website or in 
professional presentations I make at academic conferences. If 
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Use of Technology 
This course rightly requires the use 
of technological resources. You will 
be provided opportunities to 
explore instructional media and 
Internet resources, and to use 
productivity tools to design 
multimedia instructional materials. 
E-mail accounts are available to all 
Agnes Scott students and you 
should plan to check e-mail daily. 
A “Moodle” webpage, containing 
the syllabus, course calendar, 
assignments, handouts, and other 
materials, is available online. Be 
sure to check the “Moodle” page 
often for messages and reminders.
 

Title IX Statement 
For the safety of the entire 
community, any incidence of or 
information about sexual 
misconduct must be reported 
immediately to Title IX 
Coordinator Karen Gilbert 
(kgilbert@agnesscott.edu, 
404.471.6435) or Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator Kristian Contreras 
(kcontreras@agnesscott.edu, 
404.471.6394).

Accommodations 
Statement 
Agnes Scott College seeks to 
provide equal access to its 
programs, services, and activities 
for people with disabilities. If you 
need accommodations in this class, 
please contact Kelly Deasy in the 
Office of Academic Advising 
(x6150) to complete the 
registration process. Once 
registered, please contact me so we 
can discuss the specific 
accommodations needed for this 
course.

mailto:kgilbert@agnesscott.edu
mailto:kcontreras@agnesscott.edu
mailto:kgilbert@agnesscott.edu
mailto:kcontreras@agnesscott.edu
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you prefer that I not highlight your work in this way, just let 
me know and I will mark your files accordingly. 

Attendance Policy 
The Department of Education has a standard policy on 
attendance that has been reviewed for fairness and clarity by 
the members of ASC’s academic advising staff, as well as by 
ASC students. It outlines the expectations about attendance 
in classes, as well as provides a definition of tardiness.

Tardiness is defined by the Department of Education as not 
being in class, ready to begin work at the publicized start 
time for the course (as specified on AscAgnes). You will lose 
attendance points for chronic tardiness. Three (3) tardies 
constitute "chronic" tardiness and will be counted as an 
absence. Six (6) tardies will count as 
two absences and so forth.
 
1. Students will be allowed one absence for a course that 
meets once a week.
 
2. Students will be allowed two absences for a course that 
meets twice a week.
 
3. Students who incur more than two absences will be asked 
to meet with the instructor. The instructor may then refer 
the students to academic advising and their major advisers.
 
4. Any absence beyond the allowed excused absences will 
result in the final grade being reduced by three (3) points per 
absence.

How you will keep a record of your attendance  
Each class meeting you will sign in on an attendance sheet. If 
you happen to be late, you should sign-in and write a brief 
explanation for being tardy without interrupting the class in 
session. Your attendance 
will also be recorded on 
the class Moodle site. It is 
your responsibility to sign 
in during each class session 
to assist with the accuracy 
of the attendance records. 
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Academic Integrity 
Every student at Agnes Scott 
College is responsible for 
upholding the provisions of the 
Student Code of Conduct, 
including provisions regarding 
plagiarism and cheating, 
misrepresentation or falsification 
of college records or academic 
work, malicious removal, retention, 
or destruction of library materials, 
malicious international misuse of 
computer facilities, and misuse of 
student identification cards.  All 
assignments should be carried out 
according to the standards of the 
ASC honor system.

Modified Pledge 
Students pledge that they have 
completed assignments honestly 
by attaching the following 
statement to each test, quiz, 
paper, overnight assignment, in-
class essay, or other work:

I pledge that I have neither given 
nor received any unauthorized aid 
on this assignment.
(Signed)

Center for Writing & 
Speaking 
The Center for Writing and 
Speaking (CWS) is a peer 
tutoring organization devoted to 
improving and enhancing 
students’ writing and speaking 
skills.The CWS provides 
students of all ability levels with 
individual assistance in writing 
papers and in preparing and 
practicing speeches and 
presentations. I encourage you 
to take drafts of course projects 
to the Center for feedback and 
assistance. The CWS is located 
on the ground floor of Campbell 
Hall and is open 24 hours a day 
as a student work space; tutoring 
is offered Sunday through Friday 
every week from 9:00am to 
10:00pm. 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EDU 225: Digital Literacies Fall Semester 2015 Schedule (M-W) 

Date  
Reading/Assignment 

(to be completed before class meets) 
Assignment due 

W– Aug 26 BYOD: Twitter Workshop   

M – Aug 31   Visual Thinking 
Assignment due 

W – Sept 2  
Prensky, “Listen to the Natives” Educational Leadership, 2006  
Prensky, “Digital Natives, Digital Immigrants” (p. 3) 
Prensky, “Do They Really Think Differently?” (p. 12) 
Rheingold, “Literacies” Knowledge Quest 41(1), 2012 

Quiz #1 (notes1 
allowed, texts not 
allowed) 

M-Sept 7 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – 
NO CLASSES   

W-Sept 9 
Tour of Technology 
Production Studio  
(McCain G37) 

Wolf, “Learning to Think in a Digital World” (p. 34) 
Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” (p. 63) 
Davidson, “We Can’t Ignore the Influence of Digital 
Technologies” (p. 166)  
O’Reilly & Battelle, “Web Squared” (p. 230) 

Quiz #2 (notes 
allowed, texts not 
allowed) 

M-Sept 14   
Presenters: Sydney, Ashley, Kelcie, Chloe, Hamda, Aarmeen 

Topic for course 
project focus due 
Project #1: Demo 
Mini-lesson 

W-Sept 16  Presenters: Faridah, Audraya, Stephani, Ugo, Trishna, Sophie Project #1: Demo 
Mini-lesson 

M-Sept 21 
BYOD: Zotero Workshop 
Casey Long, McCain Library 

Download the Firefox web browser to your computer before 
class. 
Gee, “Learning Theory, Games, and Popular Culture” (p. 38) 
Rushkoff, “They Call Me Cyberboy” (p. 112) 
Tapscott, “The Eight Net Gen Norms” (p. 130) 
Keen, “Web 2.0” (p. 242) 

Quiz #3 (notes 
allowed, texts not 
allowed) 

W-Sept 23 WORKSHOP   

M-Sept 28  Presentations Project #2: Tools of 
Productivity Lesson 

W-Sept 30  Presentations Project #2: Tools of 
Productivity Lesson 

M-Oct 5  Presentations Project #2: Tools of 
Productivity Lesson 

W-Oct 7  
Turkle, “Identity Crisis” (p. 99) 
Lambert, Chapters 3 & 4 

Quiz #4 (notes 
allowed, texts not 
allowed) 

M-Oct 12 BYOD: iMovie for iPad 
Workshop  

Draft of 
autobiographical story 
(no more than 300 
words) 

W-Oct 14 IN-CLASS WORKSHOP   
M-Oct 19 WORKSHOP   

W-Oct 21 
BYOD: VoiceThread 
Workshop  Project #3: Digital 

Story (draft) 

M-Oct 26 
Tour of Center for Digital & 
Visual Literacy   

W-Oct 28   Project #3: Digital 
Story (final) 

M-Nov 2   Drafted idea for final 
course project due 

W-Nov 4  Deresiewicz, “The End of Solitude” (p. 307) 
Shirky, “Means” (p. 318) 

Quiz #5 (notes 
allowed, texts not 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!Notes may be handwritten or printed, but they may not be electronic.!
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allowed) 
M-Nov 9    
W-Nov 11    
M-Nov 16    

W-Nov 18   
Drafted rubric for 
final course project 
due 

M-Nov 23 WORKSHOP   

W-Nov 25 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
– NO CLASS   

M-Nov 30   Project #4: PSA 
(draft) 

W-Dec 2  Rehearsal for premiere event  

M-Dec 7 PREMIERE EVENT   Project #4: PSA  
(final) 

T-Dec 8 READING DAY   
W-Dec 9 EXAMS BEGIN   
M-Dec 14 EXAMS END   
 


